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triad, Buddha, Dharma, and Sangha, of \vhich the second is
always represented as a female. The Buddhist origin of the
Jagannlth figures is proved beyond all doubt by their adoption
as the representative of the Brahmanical Avatar of Buddha in
the annual almanacs of Mathura and Banaras,
The political limits of Orissa, under its most powerful
kings, are said to have extended to the Hughli and Damuda
rivers on the north, and to the Godivari on the south. But
the ancient province of Odra-desa, or Or*desa, was limited to
the valley of the Mahanadi and to the lower course of the
Suvarnariksha river. It comprised the whole of the present
districts of Katak (Cuttack) and Sambhalpur, and a portion
of Medinipur. It was bounded on the west by Gondwana, on
the north by the wild hill-states of Jashpur and Singhbhum,
on the east by the sea, and on the south by Ganjam. These also
must have been the limits in the time of Hwen Thsang, as
the measured circuit agrees with his estimate.
Pliny mentions the Oretes as a people of India in whose
country stood Mount Maleus';1 but in another passage he
locates this mountain amongst the Monedes and Suari; and
in a third passage he places Mount Mallus amongst the Malli.
As the last people were to the north of the Calingce, and as
the Monedes and Sttari were to the south of the Palibothri,
we must look for the Oretes somewhere about the Mahanadi
river and its tributaries. The Monedes and Suari must
therefore be the MAndas and Suars, as already noticed, and
the Oretes must be the people of Orissa. Male is one of the
Dravidian terms for a mountain ; and as the Uraons, or people
of west Orissa, still speak a Dravidian dialect, it is probable
that Mallus was not the actual name of the mountain. May
not this have been the famous Sri-Parvat of Telingina, which
gave its name to the Sri-Parvatiya, Andhras ?
1. Hist. Nat. ii. 75, "In India* gcnte Oretum, mons est Maleus
nomine/' See also vi. 22, "Monedes et Suari, quorum mons Mallus;
and vi 21, "Malli, quorum mons Mallus,"